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ROM. VI. 23. 


The Gift of God is Eternal Life, 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 


HE Apoſtle in theſe words repre- 
ſents the future happineſs of Chriſti- 


ans, as a thing that is freely given 
em by God, out of his mere good 
Will, andGrace, and Favour. He conſiders 
in the preceding verſes God and Sin as two 
very different Maſters, whom men may be 
in Subjection, and pay Obedience to, and he 
gives a deſcription of that which they receive 
from each of 'em for their Service. That in- 
deed, which the Servants of Sin receive is 
expreſs d by a word, which imports that it 
is due to them. The ww wages of Sin is Death ; 
but that which thoſe receive, who obey God, 
is ſtil d y2goue Ts 9:8, a Gift or Donative of 
God, an WY of his free Grace and Bounty. 
Az This 
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This is the repreſentation, which the Scrip- 
ture often makes of the Happineſs of the 
world to come, from whence we muſt con- 
clude, that it is freely beſfowd on us by 
God. But there are ſome conſiderations, 
which it may come under, that may incline 
us perhaps to think otherwiſe of it, and may 
ſeem to contradict the Apoſt/e's. doctrine in 
my Text; the Happineſs I fay, which we 
expect in the other World, in ſome ways that 
it may be conſider d. may ſeem to be of a- 
nother Sort, and not in the nature of a Gr. 
In ſpeaking therefore to theſe Words, I ſhall 


I. Enquire what Difficulty there is in con- 
ceiving our future Happineſs to be the Gift 
of God. 


IT. Endeavour to ſhew that it is notwith- 
ſtanding truly, and really ſo, and that upon 
ſeycral accounts. | | 


As to the Firſt particular, I ſhall take it 
for granted, that thoſe, who duly conſider 
things, cannot be prejudic d againſt the Truth 
deliver d in my Text, by thinking that the 
Happineſs of Heaven is due to us from God, 
upon account of rhe Service which we pay 
Him, that we have fully deſerv'd it at his 
hands, and that he cannot deny it us without 


being 
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being unjuſt. This is an Opinion, which 
ſprung doubtleſs at firſt from the Pride and 
Vanity of mens Hearts, from a careleſs over- 
looking the Infirmities of humane Nature, the 
defects and imperfections of our beſt Actions, 
the great part the Grace of God has in them, 
the vaſt diſproportion betwixt the Work and 
the Reward; and was afterwards kept up and 
carried on to ſerve the ends of Superſtition 
and Avarice, in the molt corrupt Age and 
State of the Chriſtian Church. I ſhall not 
therefore think it neceſſary, in order to make 
good the Apoſtle's aſſertion, to ſet my Self 
to confute what is maintain'd by the Church 


| of Rome concerning the Merit of good Works. 


** 


The difficulty, which J ſhall propoſe is of a- 
nother Sort, drawn from the Nature of Ver- 
tue and Vice, and the natural effects and 


conſequences of them. 


It is a true obſervation, which conſtant ex- 
perience atteſts, that Good and Bad actions 
have a natural influence upon men, that they 
Change and Mould and Frame their Tempers, 
breed laſting diſpoſitions in them, and bring 
them to a fixt and permanent State of thar 
Happineſs or Miſery, which as men we are 
capable of. Hence, as a conſequence of this, 


it has generally with Good reaſon been thought, 
A 3 that 


- > ES ————— 2 


6 A SERMON preach'd before 


that Good men, by a life of Holineſs and 
Vertue upon Earth, grow naturally up into 
Heaven ; that by living Well in this World, 
they ſecure to themſelves the Happineſs of 
the Next, according to the ordinary courſe 
of things, by a natural connexion of Cauſe 
and Effect. 


The objection that may be made againſt 
this is, that theſe diſpoſitions, which the courſe 
of mens Actions produces in them, may all 
be reſolv d into thoſe changes that are wrought 
in their Bodies. It may be pretended, that 
the animal Spirits, or whatever elle is the 
inſtrument of Senſe and paſſion in us, having 
been long accuſtomed to move one way, go 
for that reaſon more eaſily into thoſe beaten 
Tracks, than into new anduntrod Paths; and 
in this alone it is that thoſe habits of Vertue 
and Vice conſiſt, which we perceive in our 
Selves at preſent, which conſequently muſt 
needs ceaſe, when our Souls are Separated 
from our Bodies, the cauſe of 'em being re- 
moy'd and gone. 


But in reference to this it may be conſi- 
der'd that, tho' in our preſent condition the 
Body has a great Power over the Soul, yer it 
ſeems very unreaſonable to aſcribe all ven 

an 
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and Vices whatſoever to the influence of it. 
There ſeems at firſt ſight to be a manifeſt dif- 
ference amongſt em in this reſpe&, in rela- 
tion to the cauſes, from whence they ſpring. 
Thus, for inſtance, tho' we ſhould grant that 
pur Fear and Love of Viſible and Senſible ob- 
jets might proceed from the Motion of our 
Blood and Spirits, yet it wou'd be unreaſo- 
nable to derive from thence our Dread of in- 
vVi/ible Powers, our Fear of God, our Love 
of ſuch a Spiritual Being, whole Perfections 
cannot affect our Senſes, and much more our 
Patience, our Submiſſion to Him, and Reſig- 


nation of our Selves to his holy Will. Theſe 


Vertues may much more reaſonably be aſcrib'd 
to the Exercile of our intellectual Faculties, 
to our Contemplation of the Glory of God, 
of his Divine Excellencies and Perfections, 
and rational Reflections made upon them. So 
likewiſe, tho' it muſt be granted, that Men 
are at firſt prompted, and by degrees habi- 
tuated to Intemperance, Luſt, and Anger, by 
the diſorderly Motions of the Body, and 
conſequently the Vertues contrary to theſe 
conſiſt mainly in the mortifying of That and 
keeping it under, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks; yet 
this cannot ſo truly be ſaid of Humility, of 
Contentedneſs in all conditions, and many o- 
ther Vertues, which reſpe& our Selyes. Theſe 
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ſeem much rather to be owing to confidera- 
tion and thought, than any corporeal impre ſ- 
ſions. The ſame may likewiſe be obſerv'd of 
our Duty to our Neighbour ; for tho' we may 
be diſpos'd to relieve his Bodzty wants by Pity 
and Compaſſion, and ſuch like Aﬀections in 
us, yet in the exerciſe of Truth and Jaſtice, 
and even Charity to Mens Souls (which is 
the Greateſt and Nobleſt part of it) the Body 
ſeems to have no great ſnare. Theſe Vertues 
are the dictates of our Reaſon and Conſcience, 
our natural Sentiments of Good and Evil pur- 
ſu'd, and put in practiſe, and not the Effect 
of Matter in us. 


But put the caſe, that all our Vertue did 
proceed from the influence of our Bodies on 
our Souls, yet even hence it wou'd not fol- 
low, that it needs muſt ceaſe when the Box 
was gone. For certainly our Souls, (as all 
other ſpiritual Subſtances, except God,) are 
of a mutable Nature, and changes may be 
wrought in em, by corporeal actions, either 
for the Better or the Worſe, which may be 
permanent and durable. We know not in- 
deed how our Bodies and they can affect each 
other, and it may perhaps be thought, that 
Subſtances of ſo very — Natures cannot 
act upon one another by any proper effici- 
8 | _—_ ency 
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ency, but that Thoughts ariſe in our Minds 
upon ſome certain Motions in our Bodies, as 


a Condition only, or cauſa fine qud non, by 
the mere Will and Pleaſure of God. Bur this 
is however evident, that we may as well Un- 
derſtand how the Body ſhould have a perma- 
nent and laſting, as a ſhort and tranſient ef- 
fect upon the Soul, the one may as eaſily be 
conceiy'd as the other, and they may both 
of em with equal reaſon be reſoly'd into thoſe 
arbitrary Laws the Creator has fix'd betwixt 
em. 


And that thus it really is with us, that the 
Body has a laſting influence on the mind, we 
ſeem to bave ſome evidence from experience 
and matter of fact. There are many bad diſ- 
poſitions in Men, ariſing confeſſedly from 
bodily impreſſions, which continue and re- 
main in them, when the cauſe is in a great 
meaſure remoy'd. Thus in Sickneſs, which 
impairs their natural Strength, altho' indeed 
in the extremity of it the Mind, (that can 
attend but to one thing at once, ) ſeems af- 
fected with nothing but Pain, yer, when the 
Fit is a little over, many ſuch Evil inclina- 


tions appear and ſhew themſelves, before their 


Spirits are rerurn'd to their wonted Force and 
Vigor, and are in a Capacity to raile thoſe 
. deſires. 
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defires. The fame thing may be obſery'd of 
old Age, in which condition Men often re- 
rain a great Love and Reliſh of their former 
vicious Pleaſures, when they are no longer 
able to enjoy them, when the force of their 
Bodies is in great meaſure ſpent, and cannot 
well be ſuppos'd to ſuggeſt thoſe thoughts. 
This therefore ſeems to be ſomething inhe- 
rent in the Soul, a certain Contagion com- 
municated to it by a long converſation with 
the Body, which ſince we ſee neither Age 
nor Sickneſs, nor ſuch Decays of nature, as 
ſeem to looſen the Soul from the Body, and 
are as 'twere ſo many Steps to, and degrees 
of Separation, can extinguiſh or remove, there 
is reaſon to think that neither will Death 
be able to do it; this is at leaſt a ſhrew'd 
preſumption that men will _ it with them 
into the other World. And ſince it is thus 
in vicious Habits, which are communicated 
from the Body to the Soul, why ſhould nor 
the ſame be true of Vertue allo, tho' that 
were ſuppos d to proceed from the ſame Cauſe? 


We fee therefore what is the true nature 
of Vertue, and Vice, they are different States 
and Conditions of the Soul, into which it is 
gradually brought by a long courſe and ſeries 


of Good or Bad actions, which have a /a/7zng 
and 
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and permanent effect upon the Mind. And 
ſince Happineſs always goes along with a ver- 
tuous diſpoſition, and Miſery wich Vice, we 
ſee likewiſe the Natural Connexion betwixt 
the practiſe of Religion in this Life, and the 
li Enjoyment of the Glories of that which is to 
come. Good men who have work'd them- 
ſelves up to a Heavenly frame of Spirit, even 
before they leave this Earth may in ſome 
Senſe be ſaid to be in Heavens; and that 
which has often been obſery'd, muſt needs 
alſo be true, that the wicked wou'd ſtill be 
miſerable, tho they were there, wou'd not 
be able to Reliſh the Pleaſures of ir, bur it 
would be a place of Torment to them. For 
ſince the Separation of the Soul from the 
Body muſt needs leave it in one of thoſe con- 
ditions, of Happineſs or Milery , which I 
have mention'd, what can we imagine is there. 
that ſhould make any alteration in it? Can 
we ſuppoſe that God ſhould work a Miracle 
in this caſe ? Can we believe rhat an infinite- 
ly Good and Gracious Being will by a Mira- 
culous Power undo, to the unſpeakable loſs of 
his creatures, what a long courſe of Piety and 
Vertue has done? that a Juſt and Holy God 
will by a Sapernatural means transform a 
wicked Sinner to an Angel of Light? This 
is unreaſonable and abſurd. Since therefore, 
with- 
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without ſuch a Miraculous change as this, 
Men will certainly find themſelves in the o- 
ther World in the ſame condition, in which 
Death, the ſeparation of their Souls and Bodies 
left em, we mult needs conclude, that our fu- 
ture Happineſs is the natural effect and con- 
ſequence of a Vertuous and Holy Life. 


But how then, will ſome ſay, is it the 
Gift of God? How can that be ſaid to be 
freely given us by Him, which is the natu- 
ral Relult and conſequence of our Actions in 
this Life? Can that be the effect of God's 
free Grace and Bounty, which comes upon 
us, as we fay, on Courſe, which the working 
of ſecond cauſes produces? This Difficulty 
thoſe, who have Excellently well prov'd the 1 
ſtrict and intimate Connexion berwixt Holi- 
neſs here and Happineſs hereafter, ſeem not 
to have taken into their thoughts: This there- 
fore I ſhall conſider at preſent, and ſhew, that, 
notwithſtanding this Connexion, our future 
Happineſs is the Free Gift of God; which 

was the Second thing I propos d to ſpeak of. 


I. Firſt therefore it may be conſider d, that 
tho the Happineſs of the World to come be 
the natural effect of our Vertue here, yet 
it may notwithſtanding be a icrib'd to God's 

free 
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free Grace ,. becauſe he has Created us in 
ſuch a manner, as to make this dependance 
and Connexion betwixt em. God is the 
Author of our Being, of all the Powers and 
Faculties of our Souls and Bodies, and con- 
ſequently of all the Good effects, which aa. 
turally Flow from them. Now as the Be- 
nefits we receive from Men by the neceſ- 
ſary conſequence, foreſeen by them, of what 
they do for us, may as Properly be faid to 
be given us by them, as what they beſtow 
with their hands: So we muſt eſteem thoſe 


things as much the Gift of God, which 


come to us by that /e77/d courſe of things, 
which he has order d and 4d:/pos d for us, as 
thoſe he immediately beſtows without ſuch 
a chain of Second cauſes. 


This is much the ſame caſe, that is uſual- 
ly conſider'd in that Famous Queſtion, con- 
cerning the nature of God's Providence, which 
is, whether ir be the Suiting rhe courſe of 
things to the free actions of Rational Crea- 
tures, by one Original act of foreſight, or 
the making perpetual changes in it, accord- 
ing to mens Good or Bad behaviour. Man 
have thought, that the former of theſe Sup- 

oſitions comes much to the ſame thing at 
with the latter, and makes no difference 
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even as to our Prayers and Petitions to God. 
They confeſs indeed, that if thoſe things they 
Pray for were determin'd one way, without 
any reſpec to their 1 tos” there would be 
no reaſon to Pray at all. But ſince they be- 
lieve that, tho' God has fx'd em, yet it was 
done out of a proſpect of, and with a regard 
to their Actions; and ſince their Prayers can 
alter nothing, even in the other account of 
Providence, as to the immutability and pre- 
ſcience of God, the duties of Religious Wor- 
ſhip, they think, even in the firſt of theſe 
Suppoſitions, as well as in the ſecond, may 
very well be accounted for. For thus we 
may conceive this matter. If I uſe the means, 
which God has appointed, in the practice 
of religious Duties, I do, by my own Ler- 
tue, make my ſelf one of thoſe, to whoſe 
Prous endeavours God has from all Eternity 
adjuſted ſuch and ſuch Bleſſings. If on the 
contrary I neglect my Duty, it is my own 
Fault, that I am in the number of thoſe, to 
whom God from all Eternity foreſaw ſuch and 
ſuch Bleſſings would not happen, in that 
courſe of things which he had ſettl'd, for want 
of their Praying for them. The only d:ffe- 
rence therefore of theſe two accounts of Pro- 
vidence ſeems to lye in the different ways, 
in which God may beſtow upon us the Be 


ſings 
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Huge we pray for; it may be by a conſtant 
and uninterrupted Series of ſecond cauſes, or 
by God's interpoſing from time to time, and 
altering the ſel tl d conr/e of things: and ſince 
we need not be concern'd about the manner 
in which this is done, we have reaſon, upon 
either ſuppoſition, to purſue our Duty, being 
aſſured from the Goodneſs of God of a return 
to our Prayers, as well in one way as the 
Other. But whatever be thonght of Pray- 
er, yet certainly the duties of Praz/e and 
Thankſgiving are altogether as rational, up- 
on ſuppoſing a conſtant courſe of things, as 
otherwiſe. For whatever kindneſs God in his 
infinite Viſdom and foreſight contrives for 
us, and adjuſts to us, by the Operations of 
ſecond — is as much the effect of his 
7 Will and Bounty to us, as that which 

e immediately beſtows upon us. Hence our 
future Happineſs, which is the natural effect 
and product of thoſe cauſes, which he has e- 
ſtabliſh'd and ſet to workin our Nature, mull, 
be eſteem d his free Gift to us. 


We cannot indeed expect, that the Scrip- 
ture ſhould repreſent it as the Gzf# of God 
upon ?hzs account, that this ſhould be fo ful- 
ly and explicitely declared in chem. They 
were not intended te give us Philoſophical 

| accouts 
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accounts of things; they deliver the Truths 
they contain, in ſuch a manner, as the gene- 


rality of Men can beſt receive and under- 
ſtand, and make ſuch repreſentations of them, 
as they are moſt acquainted with, and accu- 
ſtom'd to. Now Gz#fts and Benefits, we 
know, generally paſs amongſt Men by an 
immediate handing of them from one to ano- 
ther; they are not able, as God is, to ſet a 
long Series of ſecond cauſes at work, to do 
kindneſles at ſo great a d:/fance, by the re- 
mote conſequences of things, but by an im- 
mediate application of their own actions. 
Hence when the Scriptures mention our future 
Happineſs, and the great part God has in it, 
they ſpeak of it as proceeding from him in 
the ſame manner, as Gifts and Kindneſſes are 
dealt amongſt Men, by an immediate Dona- 
tion, tho” at the fame time it be the effect of 
the eſtabliſbd Laws and Order of our Na- 
ture, and in that Senſe is given us of God. 


IT. God has not only given us what we 


are to enjoy in the life to come, by eſtabliſn- 
ing a natural Connexion betwixt Holineſs 


in this world, and Happineſs in the next. 


but he has likewiſe done ſo by affording us 
his Grace aud Mercy, through the media- 
tion of our Bleſſed Saviour, to render this 


effe- 
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efectual to us. And this is what the Apo- 
ſtle teaches us in the words of my Text, E- 
ternal life is the gift of God, through Je- 
ſus Chriſt our Lord. For it muſt be Con- 
ſider'd that, tho God has framed the nature 
of Man in ſuch a Manner, that Good and 
Virtuous actions, and Diſpoſit ions of Mind, 
do neceſſarily tend to make him Happy, both 
here and hereafter ; yet the Chriſtian Religi- 
on aſſures us, that we cannot perform theſe 
Actions, nor attain theſe Diſpoſitions, with- 
out a Divine aſſiſtance and the Operation of 
God's Holy Spirit on our Souls. It is not 
therefore ſufficient, in order to our enjoying 
the Happineſs of Heaven, as the Apoſtle at- 
ſures us we ſhall, by the Free gift of God, 
that he has conſtituted things in ſuch a Man- 
ner, that a Pious and Holy life upon Earth 
does neceſſarily tend to produce it. It is fur- 
ther requiſite, that he ſhould give us that 
Aſſiſtance which we want, in order to our 
leading ſuch a Life as will Capacitate us for 
it. He cannot give us this Happineſs, ac- 
cording to the Apoſtle's doctrine, by making 
it attainable by the means of our Vertue, 
unleſs he enables us to 2 thoſe means, ſince 
we cannot do ſo of our ſelves, which are #e- 
ceſſary to attain it. The Scriptures therefore 
always deſcribe him, as affording us his Grace, 

B and: 
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l and the influence of his Holy Hypirit, to dif- 
' poſe us to be Good, and conſequently Hap- 
»y. Thus we are Taught that he works in 
us both to Will and to do of his good Plea- 
fure. St. Paul was aſſured that his Grate 
was Sufficient for him, and that his Strength 
was made perfect in Weakneſs. And our 
1 Bleſſed Saviour tells us, that No Man can 
ill come to him, that is, believe the Doctrines, 
| and obey the precepts of the Goſpel, unleſ5 
0 his Heavenly Father draw him. This is the 
repreſentation which the Scripture conſtantl 
4 makes of his beſtowing, as it were, thro 4 
. our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chrift, Holi- 
i neſs and Vertue upon us in this World, and 
is by conſequence the Happineſs of the Next, 
t which naturally flows from them. 


1 So likewiſe it is further to be obſerved, that 
f the Puniſhment, which God might juſtly in- 
flict upon us, for the many offences againſt 
him, which we are guilty of, would /eſſez 
or deſtroy that Happineſs, which a Life ha- 
| bitually good, though mixt with ſome Sins 
tit and Frailties, which our Pious and Virtuous 
if endeavours, aſſiſted by his Grace, would o- 
| therwiſe naturally procure us in a future 
State, That Happineſs, in a great meaſure, 
con- 
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conſiſts in the Pleaſure, and Delight, and 
Satisfaction which naturally ariſes from a 
Virtuous frame and temper of Soul. And 
ſince we find by experience, in this World, 
that any great degree of bodily Pain or S1ck- 
neſs, or any other uneaſmeſs of Mind, can 
take all Senſe of ſuch Happineſs away; we 
have reaſon to think, that the puni/hment 
which our Sins have jaſtly deſerved, and the 
Miſery conſequent on God's diſpleaſure, would 
much more do ſo. To the end therefore that 
our Piety and Goodneſs might produce their 
natural effects, and bring us to that happy 
State hereafter, which God has made to de- 
pend upon them, he has further granted us, 
through Chrz/?, a Gracious pardon of our Sins. 
Upon theſe accounts our future Felicity, we 
ſee, may be juſtly faid to be freely given ws 
by him, through Feſas Chriſt our Lord, 
that is, God has given us, through Chr:/7, 
ſuch a/:/tance of his Holy Spirit, as enables 
us to practiſe that Virtue here, which is the 
immediate cauſe of Happineſs hereafter, and 
has remitted to us likewiſe, through him, that 
Puniſhment of our Sins, which would have 


been zxconſiſtent with the injoyment of it. 


III. Thirdly, As God is the Author of our 
future Happineſs, by having created us in ſuch 


2 A man- 


— — 
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a manner, that by our virtuous endeavours we 
ſhall naturally attain it; fo the Securing to 
us the Everlaſting poſſeſſion of it ſo attain'd, 
renders it in another reſpect his Gift. And 
this is agreeable to the importance of the 
Words, which the Apo/?/e uſes in my Text; 
Eternal Life is the gift of God, the conti- 
nuing of Men for ever in that State of Hap- 
— which their Piety and Holineſs had 

rought them to, the perperuating to em 
the enjoyment of the Natural Rewards of 
their Vertue t all Eternity, is another ſin- 
oular inſtance of the Liberality and Bounty 
of God. This is a further act of his free 
Grace and Goodneſs to us, that he has Plaut- 
ed, as it were, ſuch Seeds of Eternal Hap- 
pineſs in us, as will grow up to Maturity and 
Perfection and Ripen into endleſs Glory, 
that he has not only fram'd our Mature lo, 
as to contain Within it felf the cauſts of it's 
own Felicity, but will preſerve thc cauſes, 
and the effects they have wrought, in being 
and operation for ever. 


Now that this Eternity of our Happineſs 
is wholly owing to the free Grace of God is 
cvident. We cannot deduce the neceſſary 
immortality of the Soul from its immaterial 


nature, This indeed diſtinguiſhes it om! all 
4 
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Material compoſitions, makes it not liable- 
as they are, to be deſtroy'd by A olution 
F parts, and conſequently we have no rea- 
ſon to think, that it muſt periſh, at death, 
together with the body. But this gives it an 
advantage only over material Beings, not 
over the matter it ſelf, of which they con- 
ſiſt ; which, under ſome modes or other, tho? 
not any Particular combinations of them, is 
as immortal in its Nature as any created ſpi- 
ritual Subſtances are. But indeed they are 
none of them ſo at all, independently on the 
Will and Power of God. Some think, they 
would ceaſe to be of themſelves, if God 
ſhould withdraw his concourſe and preſerva- 
tion. Others are of Opinion, ſince nothing 
tends to its own deſtruction, that things once 
put into being would always continue in it 
without a po/ztzve act of annihilation. But 
however this be, tis certain, in either caſe, 
that all created Beings, as to the continu- 
ance of their exiſtence, are ſubject to their 
Creator, the ſame Power that brought them 
out of nothing can reduce them into it again. 
If therefore our Souls continue for ever, in 
that State of Happineſs, which their Vertue 
has produc'd, it is the good Will and Plea- 
ſure of God that they do fo. 

B 3 Nor 
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Nor can any thing contrary to this be in- 
fer'd from the i ſdom, and Juſtice, and 
Goodneſs of God. They may indeed now 
induce us to think, that thoſe Souls i be 


immortal which have /#ffer'd indignities in 


this World, which have ffrugg/d through the 
difficulties of this Life, and, notwithſtand- 
ing the c/ogs and zncumbrances of the Body 
have zmprov'd, and perfected, and fitted 
themſelves for the enjoyment of Happineſs 
in the Life to come. The confideration of 
theſe things furniſhes us with an argument, 
from the Divine attributes, a, which proves 
we ſhall be preſerv'd for ever, that God has 
put things into this courſe and method, bur 
not that he u, neceſſarily have done fo, and 
could not have diſpos'd 'em in any other 
way. For as his W:/dom, and Fuſtice, and 
Goodneſs is Infinite, ſo is his liberty of atF- 
ing allo towards his creatures. He might 
have created none at all, he might have made 
them otherwiſe than he has done, we ſee, at 
preſcar, a manifeſt diverſity amongſt them, 
and that he has not done for many of them 
1o much as might be, ſince they differ in de- 
grees of perfection. There is nothing then 
in the nature of God, which neceſſarily o- 
blig d him to make us immortal, and it is 
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wholly owing to his Grace and Goodneſs, 
that we actually are ſo. 


Nor is there any force in that Objection, 
that God muſt neceſſarily do what is moſt 
Wiſe, and Juſt, and Good. For, allowing 
this, we may reaſonably conceive there are 
infinitely many and various ways of making 
and preſerving a World, which are equally 
Wiſe, and Fuſt, and Good, Amongſt theſe 
God may have liberty of choice, and this 
may reconcile his freedom of acting towards 
his creatures with the zece/ity, which flows 
from the perfections of his Nature. Altho” 
therefore in the preſent State and Poſture 
of things, upon our pre ſent experience and 
knowledge of our Souls, we may rationally 
argue that we ſhall be immortal from the di- 
vine Perfections: yer ſince, conſiſtentiy with 
them, it might have been otherwiſe, ſince 
there is no zecef/ity of it's being ſo can be 
drawn from the Nature of God, we muſt con- 
clude that our eternal Happinels, as it is efer- 


nal, is a ſingular inſtance of his infinite Mercy 
and Kindneſs to us. 


IV. Thus far I have confider'd humane Na- 
ture, and the Happineſs it wou'd F it /elf 
produce, when it is aſſiſted by the grace of 
| B 4 God, 
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God, and the frailties of it are pardon'd by 
his Mercy, and ſhewn how That proceeds 
from God. But there are ſtill further conſi- 
derations of moment, and importance in this 
argument. For as God frequently makes 
changes in the Material World, altering the 
Laws and Conſtitutions of it, for Wiſe and 
Holy Ends and Purpoſes, ſo we have reaſon 
allo to believe, that he acts in the ſame man- 
ner, in reference to our Souls. In beſtowing 
Happineſs upon us in the other World, he 
does not confine himſelf to the natural courſe 
and order of things, he exceeds the bounds 
and force of ſecond cauſes by Supernatural 
degrees of Glory, He purifies and exalts our 
Nature, raiſes, and increaſes the Powers and 
Faculties of our Souls, enables *em to receive, 
and take in more Happineſs, and fills their 
inlarg'd Capacities with Extraordinary Bleſ- 
ſings. And this is another reſpect, in which 
Eternal Life is the Gift of God. 


We cannot indeed doubr, but that God will 
deal thus with us, if we conſider to what 
low and mean degrees our Vertue riſes in this 
Life, and how little Happineſs it naturally 
produces. The beſt Men perceiye yery much 
the great imperfection of thoſe Habits they 
have acquir'd of Piety and Holineſs, they 
| ; ee 
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feel the Faintneſs, and Weakneſs, and frequent 
interruptions of that ſpiritual Delight, and 
Pleaſure, which ariſes from them. And thoꝰ 
indeed great allowance muſt be made for the 
diſturbance which the Body gives the Mind 
in this preſent State, which will wholly be 
remoy'd in the next, altho' we ſhall then 
much more ſenſibly feel the natural effects 
of a Good and Holy Life, and find them 
greater than we now think they are, yet, even 
with this conſideration, we cannot imagine 
that This is all the Happineſs we ſhall enjoy 
in Heaven. Eſpecially if to this we add that 
Great and Magnificent repreſentation which 
the Scripture makes of our future Felicity, and 
conſider in what ſublime and exalted Strains 
it ſpeaks of the Joys and Glories of the World 
to come. The Apoſtle tells us I Cor. 2. 9. 
Eye hath not ſeen, nor Ear heard, neither 
have enter d into the Heart of Man the 
things which God has prepar'd for them 
that love him. This Lofty deſcription of the 
Myſtery of Chriſt's incarnation, and the E- 
ternal benefirs which accrue to us thereby , 
imports ſomething much above the natural 
effects of Vertue. For T he/e, it's plain, are not 
ſo far out of the reach of our Ideas, and Pow- 
er of conceiving, Men may make an eſtimate 
of them, by what rhey feel and know of 
© them- 


— 


26 A SERMON preachd before 

themſelves, allowing for the difference of this 
and the future State. Such ſublimèe expreſſi- 
ons therefore as theſe, which the Apoſtle uſes 
in this place, ſhew that ſomething further is 
intended for us, that God has ſupernatural 


State and condition of a// Men in general, 
and what is reyeal'd to us about em, may 
incline us to think, that there will be ex- 
traordinary Bleſſings beſtow'd on all good 
Men in a future State. Bur there are many 
articular caſes, in which it ſeems reaſona- 
ble to ſuppoſe there ſhou'd be ſuch, upon 
account of the Juſtice and Goodneſs of God. 
Men differ very much, we ſee, 'in their na- 
tural Tempers and Diſpoſitions, in their in- 
11 clinations to Vertue and Vice. Whether it 
10 be the difference of their Bodies, or Souls, 
Nt or both, we know not; but this is viſible, 
1 that ſome may much more eaſily do well 
UI; than others; ſome may become Good and 
1/108 Holy Men by a peculiar Happineſs of Tem- 
Wil per, by their inbred Vertuous diſpoſitions, 

1988 which Ozhers cannot be without much La- 
Wil bor and Difficulty, much Struggle and Con- 


Il. reſt with themſelves, and the Temptations 
It that 


| Bleſſings in Store, to beſtow on Good Men 
Lil in the World to come. 

wt 

tl | f 

* Thus we ſee, that the conſideration of the 
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that ſurround em. Put the Caſe therefore, 
that two ſuch different Men ſhou d attain 
to equal degrees 'of Goodneſs here, and it's 
evident that, if things go on only in a 2a. 
tural way , they muſt be equally Happy 
hereafter. But is it not Juſt and reaſonable, 
that the Pious efforts and endeayours of rhe 
one, (which the other had no need of, and 
ſo did not uſe,) ſhou'd be conſider'd in the 
Life to come? Yes certainly it is, and that 
he ſhou'd have on that account a greater ſhare 
of God's extraordinary bounty, a greater 
meaſure and degree of Supernatural Happi- 
neſs than the ot her. And this conſideration 
may perhaps give us ſome eaſe, in thinking of 
God's ſeeming unequal dealing with Men, in 
things that have an influence on their Eter- 
nal welfare. | 


Again. Many, we ſee, are affti Fed, and 
undergo much Miſery in this World, whilſt 
others are wholly exempted from it: and yet 
it may often Happen, that both theſe Sorts 
of Men are equal to one another, in the im- 
provements they have made in Vertue, and con- 
ſequently in the natural Happineſs of Man. 
This is another Caſe, which ſeems to require 
a diſtribution of ſome extraordinary Bleſ- 
ſings in the World to come. I confeſs in- 

| deed 
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deed, that fflictions, are often ſent for the 
puniſhment of our Sins, they have alſo a 
rendency to do ur Good, to increaſe our Ver- 
tue, to render us Better and Holier in our 
Lives than Others. But when Men do not, 
by means of them, exceed others in Goodneſs 
in this World, (as doubtleſs many times they 
do not, ) ſince they are not at preſent zoyons, 
but grievons, ſince they are irkſom and un- 
eaſy to Fleſh and Blood, they ſeem to deſerve 
the conſideration ofa ind and Merciful God, 
and we may reaſonably preſume he will di- 
ſtinguiſh thoſe, who ſuffer them well here, by 
peculiar marks of his Fayour hereafter. And 
this will be further enforc'd, if we conſider, 
how much thoſe who are af;ed, and bear it 
well, /erve and benefit the reſt of Mankind. 
They are a warning to em to forſake their 
Sins, they afford em Examples of Patience, 
and Reſignation to the Will of God. they 
ſhew, by a ſenſible experiment, that his Cha- 
ſtiſements are tolerable, that Men need not 
be aftrighted at em. And this holds true in 
a greater degree in Confeſſors, and Martyrs , 
and thoſe who ſuffer for the Truth. Theſe 
{ſtrengthen and confirm Mens Faith, quicken 


and enliven their Zeal for the Cauſe of God, 


and encourage em to perſevere to the End 
in the profeſſion of his true Religion. Ir is 
very 
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reaſonable therefore to ſuppoſe, that ſuch 
as Theſe ſhall have a greater Share of ſuper- 
natural Happineſs and Glory, in the World 
to come, than others, who, tho' of equal 
attainments in Vertue, yet have not had, for 
the common Good, any ſuch hardſhips and 
ſeverities laid upon them. And this is agree- 
able to what Chriſt and his Apoſtles have 
taught us. St. Paul tells us, II Cor. 4. 17. 
that our light ajfliction, which is but for a 
moment, worketh for us a far more exceed- 
ing weight of Glory: and Our Saviour bids 
thoſe, who are perſecuted for r2ghteouſneſs 
Sake, rejoyce and be exceeding Glad, for 
great is their Reward in Heaven. Theſe 
expreſſions ſeem to denote, that /ome Mcns 
future Felicity will be zncreasd, purely upon 
the Score of their Hictions, not any ex- 
traordinary degrees of Vertue, which they 
may have procur'd 'em, of which there is here 
no intimation. And thus the Scripture often 
repreſents our Eyerlaſting Happineſs, under 
the notion of a recompence or retribution, 
in which amends, as it were, or a compen- 


ſation may be made us for our S % in 
this World. 


— — 


And as the future Happineſs of /ome Men 
may be znereas'd, above that of Others, up- 
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account of their Sufferings in this Life, ſo 
there are allo many peculiar ſorts of actions, 
for which they will be diſtinguiſh'd in the fame 
manner and entitld to God's extraordinary 
Grace and Favour, in the Life to come. 
Such are thoſe, as are more peculiarly di- 
rected to the advancement of his Service. 
Such are the Pious Endeavours that are uſed, 
to Strenghten and Support the intereſt of 
Vertue, to di/countenance and diſcourage 
Immorality and Vice, to protett and defend 
the true Religion; ſuch are the good Offi- 
ces that are done to Mens Souli, the reclaim- 
2ng em from their Errors, and their Sins, the 
diſpoſing em to the practice of the Duties of 
a Holy and Religious Life. 750 therefore, 
who have made ir their Buſineſs, by ſuch means 
as thele, to do all the Good they can to others, 
whoſe Actions have more immediately tend- 
ed to promote the Glory of God, and ad- 
vance the intereſt of his Kingdom; Theſe, I 
ſay, rho' they ſhow'd be no more naturally 
diſpoſed for Happineſs here than others. yet 
will doubtleſs receive more diſtzugniſhing 
Marks of his ſupernatural grace hereafter, 
than Thoſe, who have been only devour, and 
temperate, and juſt, who have contented 
themſelves with a more retzred and private 
Vertue, and have not been ſo active and Zeal- 

ous 
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ous in his public ſervice. The Holy Apo- 
file tells us, II Tim. 7, 8. I have fought a 
Good fight, I have ſpent my Self in a conti- 
nual War and oppoſition to the Enemies of 
God and Religion; henceforth there is laid 
up for me a Crown of Righteouſneſs. So 
likewiſe We learn from the Prophet Dan. 
12. 3. They that be wiſe or, as it is in the Mar- 
ginal reading of our Bibles, Teachers of o- 
thers, ſhall Shine as the Brightneſs of the 
Firmament , and they that turn many to 


righteouſneſs, as the Stars for Ever and 
ver. 
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